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Elisabeth Presterl is full Professor for Hygiene and Clinical Microbiology (2010) and the head of the 
Department of Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology at the Medical University of Vienna. She is 
licensed specialist for internal medicine, infectious diseases as well as hygiene (infection prevention and 
control, IPC) and clinical microbiology. She is the leader of the Austrian National Reference Center of HAI 
and Infection Control and part of HAI surveillance network of the European Centers of Disease 
Prevention and Control. Elisabeth Presterl trained in the University Hospital of Vienna, and has board 
certifications in internal medicine, in clinical microbiology and hygiene, and in infectious diseases. In 
2004/5 she was working in the field of HIV at the University Hospital of Zurich. She has been working 
more than 20 years as an infectious diseases specialist and consultant and moved into the field of 
infection prevention and control in 2010. She is the head of the Austrian National Reference Center of 
Healthcare-Associated Infections and Infection Control (2010) and Austrian local point of ECDC. Being a 
member of ESCMID for many years, she is chair of the Study Group on Nosocomial Infections (ESGNI) 
and member of ESGB, ESGPHM and EFISG. She is a member of the EUCIC training programme on IPC and 
organizer of the Advanced Module on Technical Hygiene of the training programme. Research of the 
Dept. of Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology in healthcare associated infections, HAI 
surveillance including strategies to control outbreaks of multidrug-resistant microorganisms etc.,in 
hospitals, fungal infections, microbial biofilms, “technical hygiene” including hospital design and clinical 
operation pathways,  and decontamination research. 


