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CURRENT POSITION  

Principal Investigator        4/2019 – present 

Medical University Vienna, Dep. Laboratory Medicine, Vienna, AT  

- Investigate mechanisms of steatotic liver disease in mice and human 
- Assess gut humoral immunity in metabolic disease and atherosclerosis 

 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS  

Postdoctoral fellow (Erwin-Schrodinger Fellowship)   2/2017 – 4/2019 
Prof. B. Schnabl, University of California San Diego, Dep. Of Medicine, Division of 
Gastroenterology, San Diego, USA 

- Study host-microbiome crosstalk and the gut-liver axis during alcoholic liver disease  
- Decipher the role of fungi in NASH development 

 
Postdoctoral fellow (Kootstra Fellowship)     2/2015 – 12/2016 
Prof. C. Binder, MUW, Dep. of Medical and Chemical Laboratory Diagnostics, Vienna, AT 

- Identify natural antibodies as biomarkers for NAFLD 
- Study oxidized lipids and humoral immunity in metabolic inflammation 

 

PhD fellow          9/2010 – 2/2015 
Maastricht University, Dep. Of Molecular Genetics, Maastricht, NL 
Supervisor: Prof. R. Shiri-Sverdlov 
Title PhD thesis: ‘Intracellular traffic jam: cholesterol accumulation as cause for chronic 
inflammatory diseases’ 

- Study molecular mechanisms underlying lipid-induced NASH and atherosclerosis 
- Explore intracellular pathways triggering inflammation in isolated macrophages 

 

EDUCATION  

Master Biomedical Sciences, Clinical Molecular Life Sciences,  2008 – 2010 
Hasselt University, Diepenbeek, Belgium 

 

GRANTS/ FELLOWSHIPS  

WEAVE Project, FWF, AT;       398.128 € 01/2024 – 01/2028 

Stand Alone Project, FWF, AT;       404.222 € 03/2023 – 03/2026 

Zukunftkollegs, FWF, AT;     463.000 € (2.351.000 €) 11/2020 – 05/2025 

‘Right-On-Time’ grant, MLDS, NL;    185.000 € 11/2020 – 11/2022 

VENI grant, NWO, NL;     250.000 € 4/2019 – 4/2022 

Erwin Schrödinger Fellowship, FWF, AT;   175.000 € 4/2017 – 4/2020 

Andrew K. Burroughs Short Term Fellowship, EASL; 6.000 € 7/2016 – 10/2016 

Kootstra Postdoc Fellow, NWO, NL ;   55.000 € 2/2015 – 2/2016 

EMBO Short Term Fellow;     5.000 € 5/2014 – 9/2014 

Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds Travel Grant;   3.000 € 12/2013 – 4/2014 
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SCIENTIFIC AWARDS  

Helmut-Sinzinger Preis, Gesellschaft der Ärzte Wien, AT   2023 

Researcher of the Month, MUW Vienna, AT     2023 

Dora Brücke-Teleky Award, MUW Vienna, AT     2023 

Abstract Award, EGIR-NAFLD Study groups Webinar    2022 

Abstract Award, Center for ALPD and Cirrhosis, Los Angeles, USA  2018 

Basic Science YI Travel Award, AASLD meeting, San Francisco, USA  2018 

Abstract Award, Keystone meeting, Banff, CA     2018 

Young Investigator Bursary, Monothematic NASH, EASL, Riga, LV  2016 

Young Investigator Bursary, EASL meeting, Barcelona, ES   2016 

Young Investigator Bursary, EASL meeting, Vienna, AT    2015 

Dr. Jan Huynen Award for top 5 PhD thesis, NL     2015 

Poster Award NVH Symposium, NL      2014 

Proposal “So you think you can heal the liver”, Dutch Liver Retrait, NL  2013 

Poster Award, NUTRIM Symposium, NL      2012 

Poster Award, Plenary meeting Genetics and Cell Biology, NL   2012 

Dr. Jan Huynen Award for best Master thesis in Life Sciences, NL  2011 

 

ADDITIONAL COURSES AND CERTIFICATES 

Managing teams and engaging in successful collaborations,   2018 
UC San Diego, USA 

Strategic planning and academic time management, UC San Diego, USA 2017 

Becoming a successful and effective science writer, UC San Diego, USA  2017 

Tutor teaching course, Maastricht University, NL     2012 

Article 9, Working with animals, Maastricht University, NL    2010 

Radiation protection, University Hasselt, BE     2009 

Working with animals, FELASA “C” module 1, University Hasselt, BE  2008 
 

REVIEWING ACTIVITIES 

Ad hoc reviewer for multiple international peer-reviewed journals including Frontiers of 
Immunology, Gut, Hepatology and Journal of Hepatology. 

 

SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS AND FELLOWS 

Supervisor of 3 PhD students and Co-supervisor of 1 PhD   2019 – present 
& 2 Diploma students, MU Vienna, Vienna, AT  
Co-supervisor of 1 Diploma student, UC San Diego, San Diego, USA 2018 – 2019 
Co-supervisor of 2 PhD & 1 Diploma student, MU Vienna, Vienna, AT 2014 – 2016 
Co-supervisor of 3 PhD students, 2 research assistants   2011 – 2014 
& 6 Diploma students, Maastricht University, Maastricht, NL 
 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES   

Lecturer – Endocrinology/Vascular Biology PhD program   2019 – present 
Topic: Dietary effects on microbiome in health and disease,  
MU Vienna, AT 
Practical basic science seminar – Endocrinology PhD program  2019 – present 
MU Vienna, AT 
Tutor – Master and Bachelor students Molecular Life Sciences  2012 – 2014 

at Maastricht University, NL  
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